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GENERAL BOB LIVINGSTON

(Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, it’s that time of year
when we begin to make plans to travel
to be with our families for Thanks-
giving, so I want to recognize those
American military men and women
fighting overseas who will be unable to
g0 home for Thanksgiving.

Specifically, I'd like to recognize
General Bob Livingston, who is cur-
rently serving with South Carolina’s
very own 218th National Guard Brigade
currently serving in Afghanistan.

General Livingston sent an American
flag to his wife, Barbara, who put it
into my hands to thank me for sup-
porting their mission. I've never been
more honored and never received any-
thing more symbolic of true patriot-
ism.

Our U.S. soldiers are making the sac-
rifice away from their families during
these holidays. They’re always serving
to protect our freedom and our safety.

My wish during this time is that our
citizens offer a salute to these brave
soldiers for the loyalty and honor they
have had in America and for their cour-
age to fight for freedom.

218th, Fit to Fight.

HONORING FOREIGN-BORN
SOLDIERS

(Mr. GRIJALVA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GRIJALVA. Madam Speaker, I
rise today also to honor the soldiers
and veterans that sacrifice so much for
this Nation. And this week in which we
celebrated Veterans Day, it is an ap-
propriate and necessary time to reflect
on that sacrifice. And in the Congress
that often feels the need to scapegoat
or debase immigrants, this body often
forgets how immigrants enrich our
lives.

I rise today to take a special moment
to thank those foreign-born nonciti-
zens who are serving in this war and
have served in wars past. In this cur-
rent war, there are approximately
21,000 noncitizens in uniform. No other
war has produced anywhere near as
many posthumous citizens as this one.

Madam Speaker, I ask you and all
my colleagues to work toward civility,
solutions and humanity when we talk
about immigration. Please do not play
politics with the lives of current and
future immigrants and their family
members, like me, who are only a gen-
eration removed from the experience.

————
J 1030
WELCOME HOME MINNESOTA
GUARD
(Mrs. BACHMANN asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mrs. BACHMANN. Madam Speaker,
today America and our allies in Iraq
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are breathing a collective sigh of relief
as we continue to receive successful re-
port after successful report of al
Qaeda’s demise in Iraq.

We continue to pray for a complete
end to hostilities, but today we pause
to thank America’s brave military
members and also their family mem-
bers.

Just recently, 168 brave men and
women returned from the famous Red
Bulls to Minnesota. They were de-
ployed for 13 months, and we thank
them for their sacrifice.

The happy news is that not one of the
168 returned home with serious injury.
Everyone was able to walk out and
meet their loved ones.

It seems every generation has to
learn the lessons of freedom. Freedom
is precious, Madam Speaker, and we
thank those today who secured our
freedom and the freedom of our allies.

IMMIGRATION

(Mrs. NAPOLITANO asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Madam Speaker,
since 1886 immigrants to the United
States have passed the Statue of Lib-
erty, which has inscribed, ‘““Give me
your tired, your poor, your huddled
masses.”” Why is it that now, when
those huddled masses happen to be
brown, the golden door of freedom is
being slammed shut?

Immigrants contribute to the econ-
omy. They are free thinkers. They are
hard-driven workers who strive for suc-
cess, not only for themselves and their
community but for their families. They
come to this country because America
is a beacon of hope for them. They are
looking for a better life, just like every
immigrant since the Pilgrims landed at
Plymouth Rock.

So why do some amongst us feel it
necessary to place every obstacle pos-
sible in their path, to launch bigoted
assaults on them, to wrongly blame
those who work the hardest at the
worst jobs for the ills of all of our soci-
ety?

Immigrants are the history of the
United States. They are our past, they
are our present, and I must not rest
until we recognize they are part of the
future of this great country.

————
FUNDING THE TROOPS

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Well, here we go
again.

Instead of getting down to business
and tending to the people’s business,
the majority wants to play a political
game. So to do it, they are going to tie
temporary funds for our men and
women serving in Iraq and Afghanistan
to a timetable for withdrawal. No
amendments can be offered. Once
again, the leadership of the House is
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set to embark on a legislative gamble
to force the hand of U.S. military lead-
ership. This is their 41st Iraq vote.

But the suspense comes. Will the
Houses of Congress, the President, and
the American people take their bluff? I
think it is very highly unlikely.

The Democrat leadership seems con-
tent to write legislation that they
know is going to fail. Now, why would
you write something you know is going
to fail?

Let’s get past this. Let’s give up the
games. Let’s take care of the people’s
business. Let’s pass clean legislation to
ensure the safety of our troops.

——

JEC IRAQ WAR REPORT

(Mrs. MALONEY of New York asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Madam
Speaker, by every measure the war in
Iraq has cost Americans far too much,
whether it’s lives lost, dollars spent, or
our reputation tarnished around the
world.

House Democrats plan to send the
President a smaller war funding bill
than the one he requested but one with
a bigger message: Start bringing our
troops home now.

Without a change in course, the Con-
gressional Budget Office has estimated
that Federal spending on the war could
reach $2.4 trillion by 2017. A new report
from the Joint Economic Committee
finds that when you add in the ‘‘hidden
costs” of the war, such as higher oil
prices, interest payments, and helping
to take care of our wounded veterans,
the total economic costs will rise by
over $1 trillion to $3.5 trillion.

It’s time for a new direction in Iraq.

———

IMMIGRATION

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BACA. Madam Speaker, like
many other of my colleagues who
spoke right before, who told stories
about how the lack of immigration re-
form has affected many families,
Madam Speaker, the time for Congress
to pass immigration reform is long
overdue.

Our system is broken. Our country is
less safe. Families are torn apart. And
people are living in fear. For the His-
panic Caucus, this is an issue that is
personal to a lot of us. Our commu-
nities should not be a punching bag for
the vocal few. It’s time to stop this
hateful rhetoric that serves only to di-
vide us and bully the vulnerable.

Children should not be torn apart
from their mothers. We have been
asked to stand against what are Amer-
ican values of family, providing a
chance to do better.

America is a Nation of immigrants,
not just from Mexico and Latin Amer-
ica but from Canada, Asia, Europe, and
Africa. Immigration is not an Hispanic
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